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Distress flares

BEHE FIURR—HTS
http://www.tc.gc.ca/marinesafety/TP/TP511/boat.htm#Distress_flares

Distress flares
Use flares only in times of real distress. Before purchasing, make sure they are approved by Transport Canada.
There are four types of approved pyrotechnics: A, B, C and D.

Aerial flares should be fired at an angle into the wind. With a high wind velocity, lower the angle to a maximum of
45 degrees. Pyrotechnics are valid only for four years from the date of manufacture, stamped on each flare. To
dispose of your outdated flares, seek advice from your local fire department, law enforcement agency or
Transport Canada Centre.

Store flares vertically in a cool, dry location (such as a watertight container) to help them retain their efficiency, but
keep them accessible in case of an emergency.

Pleasure craft greater than 6 m (19°8”) in length and pleasure craft up to 12 m (39'4”) in length are exempt from
carrying pyrotechnic distress signals if:

Operating in a river, canal or lake in which it can at no time be more than one nautical mile (1.852 km) from shore
Engaged in an official competition or in final preparation for an official competition and have no sleeping
arrangements

Type A: Parachute

Single red star

When launched, reaches height of 300 m (984’) and with the aid of parachute,
comes down slowly

Easily observed from the surface or air

Burns for at least 40 seconds

Type B: Multi-star

Two or more red stars

When launched, reach a height of 100 m (328’) and burn for four or five
seconds each

Easily observed from the surface or air

Some Type B flares project only one star at a time. When using this single star
type, two flares must be fired within 15 seconds of each other. You will need
double the number of cartridges to meet the requirements of the regulations.
Type C: Hand-held

Red flame torch held in your hand

Limited surface visibility

Best for pinpointing location during an air search

Burns for at least one minute

Avoid looking directly at the flare while it is burning. Ignite the flare while
holding it clear of the boat and down wind.

Type D: Smoke (buoyant or hand-held)

Produces a dense orange smoke for three minutes

Used only as a day signal

Some types are made especially for pleasure craft use that last one minute
and come in a package of three

Position your smoke flare down wind and follow the directions carefully.
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